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Circuit Court 

The Circuit Judges greatly appreciate 
Sheriff Fitzgerald’s great assistance 
and cooperation developing this crea-
tive solution.  The new Family Court-
room provides an appropriate space 
for the Family Court Commissioner to 
hold hearings and yet provides safety 
and security for court staff.  In addi-
tion, it allows Circuit Judges to sched-
ule an additional 35 days per year.  
While not a perfect solution, it is an-
other example of collaboration and 
cooperation between departments to 
solve difficult issues. 
 
At the same time the new courtroom 
was being built, the Circuit Judges 
added video conferencing to the 
Branch 3 Courtroom.  This allows the 
Judges to conduct mental commit-
ment cases and bail hearings from this 
courtroom also.  The use of video 
conferencing reduces the number of 
transports the Sheriff’s Department 
must conduct and provides for better 
use of court time and resources. 
 
The Judges also wish to thank the 
County Board for funding the new 
courtroom and video conference sys-
tem.  The support of the Board greatly 
enhances the ability of the Courts to 
provide timely and effective service 
to the citizens of this county.   

Judge James Babler 
 
The Barron County Circuit Court was 
one of five courts in Wisconsin cho-
sen to participate in the Judicial En-
gagement Initiative with the Casey 
Family Programs.  The goal of the 
initiative is to engage judicial systems 
to support children and their families 
involved in the child welfare system 
by integrating best practices, data-
centered case management, and cross-
system collaboration.  The Casey 
Foundation, established by the found-
er of United Parcel Service (UPS), 
will provide technical assistance to 
Barron County to improve our juve-
nile court system with the ultimate 
goal to reduce the number of children 
in foster care. 
 
Judge Babler, along with DHHS 
Youth and Family Programs Manager 
Karla Broten, attended an orientation 
meeting in Stevens Point on March 
28th.  There, the five counties: Bar-
ron; Jefferson; Marathon; Marinette; 
and Oconto joined the pilot counties 
of Dane, Kenosha, and Monroe to 
learn about the program and how it 
has been successful. 
 
On June 6th, Barron County held a 
stakeholders meeting with all three 
Circuit Judges, Court staff, attorneys, 
Social Workers, and service providers 
to learn about the program and brain-
storm ideas of how to improve the 
Court system regarding child welfare 
cases. 
 
The three Circuit Judges: Babler; Bit-
ney; and Boyle are excited to partici-
pate in the program and are commit-
ted to making any necessary changes 
to improve our system for the benefit 
of the children appearing before the 
Courts. 
 
Babler said, “Barron County has been 
on the forefront of child-trauma prac-
tices and this is another step to im-
prove services and outcomes for 
abused and neglected children.  It is 
an example of how the Courts have 
partnered with the Barron County 
Department of Health and Human 

Services to provide better services for 
the children of this county.” 
 
NEW FAMILY COURTROOM 
The Circuit Court began using the 
new Family Courtroom on May 30, 
2018.  The courtroom was designed to 
accommodate the Family Court Com-
missioner and any out-of-county 
Judges visiting Barron County. 
 
The Family Courtroom was necessary 
to provide the three Circuit Judges 
with the ability to hold court every-
day.  The Justice Center was opened 
in 2004 and designed for two Circuit 
Court Judges and a Family Court 
Commissioner.  In 2008, the Wiscon-
sin Legislature added a third Circuit 
Court Judge for Barron County.  Due 
to the fact that there are only three 
courtrooms and four Judicial Offi-
cials, there has been an average of 35 
days per year when one of the Circuit 
Judges has no courtroom to conduct 
hearings because the Family Court 
Commissioner needs a courtroom. 
 
After a number of years of study and 
investigation, the proposal of using a 
part of the EOC (Emergency Opera-
tions Center) on the first floor of the 
Justice Center was selected as the 
most economical option to take. 
 


